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Appl. No: 10/659,872 

Amdt. Dated June 28. 2005 

Reply to Office Action of March 29. 2005 

Amendme nt* to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application: 

i iftti nq of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A structural foundation for use in expansive or 

other soil, comprising: 

a plurality of structural support members extending from the soil a void 

distance; 

a slab form for receiving hardenable material positioned to extend 
horizontally and supported by the support members; 

a structural slab of the hardenable material cast into the slab form; [[and]] 

a wall formed of hardenable material extending substantially vertically 
from an upper surface of the slab, whereby the wall is supported by the slabU-]] : 

a n a m assembly comprising a plu rality of barrier elements positioned 
ad jacent the perinherv of the slab in co ntact with the soil and the slab; and 

a window well shutting the «i«h and the wall, wherein at least one of the 
harrier elements is positioned in the windo w well and is anchored to the soil with 
removable anchors. 

Claim 2 (original): The foundation of claim 1. further including a connector 
extending into the slab and into the wall to mechanically join the slab and wall. 
Claim 3 (original); The foundation of claim 1, further including an end beam 
formed monolithicaliy with the slab, the end beam being positioned on a surface 
of the slab opposite the wall and abutting at least some of the structural support 
members. 

Claim 4 (original): The foundation of claim 3, wherein the end beam has a width 
of about a width of the wall. 

Claim 5 (original): The foundation of claim 1, further including an elongate 
support beam positioned between and in abutting contact with a bottom surface 
of the slab form and at least a portion of the structural support members. 
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Claims 6 and 7 (canceled) 

Claim 8 (original): The foundation of claim 1, further including a sump pit 
connected to a discharge of a drainage element and located in the soil outside of 
an envelope defined by the slab. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A foundation for use in soil, comprising: 

a slab and wall assembly including a horizontally extending slab of 
concrete and a concrete wall extending vertically from the slab and attached to 
the slab; 

a plurality of support members embedded in the soil and contacting the 
slab and wall assembly to vertically support the slab and wall assembly, wherein 
a void space is defined between the slab and wall assembly and [[the]] soil 
beneath the slab and w all assembly: and 

a dam including a plurality of planar members positioned in abutting 
contact with adjacent ones of the planar members, with the soil he peath the slab 
an H wa » assembly , and with a lower portion of the slab and wall assembly, 
wherein the planar members extend about the periphery of the slab and wall 
assembly °nH downward fmm the slab and wall assemhly \o the abutted s ojl 
Kon^ath the slab a nd wall assembly. 

Claim 10 (original): The foundation of claim 9, wherein the wall Is positioned 
upon an upper surface of the slab to be supported by the slab. 
Claim 11 (original): The foundation of claim 10, wherein the slab includes an 
end beam extending from a lower surface of the slab opposite the position of the 
wall and extending about the periphery of the slab in contact with a subset of the 
support members. 

Claim 12 (original): The foundation of claim 9, further including a sump pit 
positioned adjacent to an exterior surface of the dam. 

Claim 13 (original): The foundation of claim 9, further including a window well 
extending into the soil adjacent the slab and wall assembly, wherein the window 
well has a depth and width to expose at least one of the planar members and 
wherein the at least one is anchored to the soil with removable anchors. 

5 



PAGE 6/12 ' RCVD AT 6/28/2005 6:24:19 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/8 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:72040653O2 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0340 



a 



06-28-05 04:25pm F rom-HOGAN&HARTSON 720 406 5302 T-733 P. 007/012 F-725 

Appl. No: 10/659,872 

Amdt. Dated June 28. 2005 

Reply to Office Action of March 29, 2005 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A foundation for use in soil, comprising: 

a slab and wall assembly including a horizontally extending slab of 
concrete and a concrete wall extending vertically from the slab and attached to 
the slab; 

a plurality of support members embedded in the soil and contacting the 
slab and wall assembly to vertically support the slab and wall assembly, where.n 
void space is defined between the slab and wall assembly and the soil; [[and]] 
a sump pit positioned adjacent the slab and wall assembly exterior to the 
periphery of the wall, the sump pit being connected to drainage pipes to collect 

water discharged from the pipestf.]] 

q «*m with a wall defininn * hnle in the «nil immediately adjacent slab and 
wgij aagembly, gvgj the sumo p it, whftiwhv the window well hole exposes a 
portion of the concrilg wall and fog stab of the slab and wall assembly and 
provides access to the sump pit.. 
Claim 15 (canceled) 

Claim 16 (original): The foundation of claim 14, further including a dam 
extending about a periphery of the slab and wall assembly and positioned in 
abutting contact with the soil and the slab and wall assembly. 
Claim 17 (original): The foundation of claim 14, wherein the wall is positioned on 
top of the slab such that the slab Is between the wall and the support members. 
Claim 18 (original): The foundation of claim 17, further including an elongate, 
concrete support beam positioned on a number of the support members to abut 
a lower surface of the slab. 

Claim 19 (original): The foundation of claim 18, the slab and wall assembly 
further including a slab form supporting the lower surface, the lower surface 
comprising a series of ridges and the slab form abutting the support beam. 
Claim 20 (original): The foundation of claim 19, wherein the slab and wall 
assembly further includes a concrete end support beam positioned between the 
slab and a number of the support members to abut a portion of the lower surface 
of the slab opposite the wall. 
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